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Part 1: Information

Module title: Sensing Cinema: Perception, Style and Affect
Module code: UPGB7W-30-3

Level: Level 6

For implementation from: 2027-28

UWE credit rating: 30

ECTS credit rating: 15

College: College of Arts, Technology and Environment
School: CATE School of Arts

Partner institutions: None

Field: English

Module type: Module

Pre-requisites: None

Excluded combinations: None

Co-requisites: None

Continuing professional development: No

Professional, statutory or regulatory body requirements: None

Part 2: Description

Overview: The module explores different ways of expressing and reflecting on our
sensuous and affective experience of film and cinema. Students explore films from
diverse periods, traditions and genres, drawing on interdisciplinary approaches as

well as their own affective and emotional responses.

Features: Not applicable
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Educational aims: The module enhances students’ understanding of the affective
power of film through close analysis of elements such as sound, music, editing,
choreography, cinematography, time and space. It broadens students’ horizons by
exploring theoretical concepts such as affect, phenomenology, and musicality. It
empowers students to engage with their own subjective experiences of films and to

find ways to express these experiences critically and creatively.

Outline syllabus: The module explores a range of cinematic techniques that play a
crucial role in our perceptual experience of film. Indicative topics include: the role of
film scores; musicality and film; the integrated soundtrack; sound design and sound
effects; colour and texture; haptic visuality and haptic hearing; film phenomenology;

embodied perception; duration and repetition.

The module also explores theoretical debates about ‘spectatorship’ and perception,
trauma cinema and the role of memory as explored in film from affective (rather than

intellectual) perspectives.

In order to elicit different ways of experiencing and perceiving films, the module
draws on a diverse range of films, from silent cinema to the present day, including

examples from mainstream genres, documentary, and art cinema.

Part 3: Teaching and learning methods

Teaching and learning methods: The module is taught through a combination of
lectures, screenings and seminars. Lectures introduce theoretical concepts and
frameworks for exploring and analysing cinematic perception and affect. Screenings
provide specific examples relevant to the week’s topic. Seminars provide a space to
explore the screening and core reading in more depth, building students’ confidence

with key terms and concepts.

Students are expected to spend 2-3 hours a week preparing for seminars by
completing weekly core readings and occasional formative exercises, feeding into

the Portfolio’s development. Weekly study plans provide clear directions on what to
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prepare. The portfolio responds to the student’s individual areas of interest, so
additional further reading and viewing is required to develop relevant knowledge and

understanding.

Students also have the opportunity for tutorials (face-to-face or online) at key points

in the year, providing support for the assignment.

Module Learning outcomes: On successful completion of this module students will

achieve the following learning outcomes.

MO1 Integrate diverse perspectives and ideas from various fields, demonstrating

an in-depth understanding of the complexities within the discipline.

MO2 Communicate complex ideas and research with clarity and precision,

tailoring approach to suit the material.

MO3 Confidently contribute to discipline debates, critically evaluate existing

research, and present well-supported arguments based on evidence.

MO4 Demonstrate critical and self-reflective understanding of embodied and

affective film experience as perceptual modes of experiencing cinema.
Hours to be allocated: 300
Contact hours:

Independent study/self-guided study = 228 hours

Face-to-face learning = 72 hours

Reading list: The reading list for this module can be accessed at
readinglists.uwe.ac.uk via the following link https://rl.talis.com/3/uwe/lists/94E0D736-
1ADE-4B81-CE62-DEF74C2968EE.html?lang=en-GB&login=1

Part 4: Assessment

Assessment strategy: The assignment assesses students’ understanding of key
theoretical concepts and their ability to explain and apply those ideas to specific

films, and to articulate their own embodied reactions.

Page 4 of 6
08 August 2025


file:///C:/Users/TA-SAUNDERS/Desktop/%5bwt-Resources.URL%5d
file:///C:/Users/TA-SAUNDERS/Desktop/%5bwt-Resources.URL%5d

Module Specification Student and Academic Services

Given the subjective nature of these responses, students are encouraged to tailor
the assignment to their own areas of interest and their personal choice of films. The
format of the portfolio is similarly flexible to support neurodiversity and students with

different learning styles.

Assessment 1: Portfolio (6000 words maximum)

The portfolio comprises up to three pieces of work. At least one piece will include
close textual analysis of cinematic technique; at least one piece will explore affective
film theory. Alternative formats can be used where appropriate (e.g., audio-visual

essay, e.g., verbal presentation), encouraging creative as well as critical responses.

Students will be encouraged to complete formative tasks (for example, producing
short pieces analysing a specific sequence). The feedback provided on their work

will serve as the basis for the final portfolio.

The resit will be the same as the first sit.
Assessment tasks:

Portfolio (First Sit)

Description: Portfolio (up to 3 items) - 6000 words
Weighting: 100 %

Final assessment: Yes

Group work: No

Learning outcomes tested: MO1, MO2, MO3, MO4

Portfolio (Resit)

Description: Portfolio (up to 3 items) - 6000 words
Weighting: 100 %

Final assessment: Yes

Group work: No

Learning outcomes tested: MO1, MO2, MO3, MO4
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Part 5: Contributes towards

This module contributes towards the following programmes of study:

Film Studies [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2025-26
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