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Part 1: Information

Module Title Constructing a Human([ity] in Language and Creative Writing
Module Code UPCN9Q-30-1 Level 1
For implementation from September 2017
UWE Credit Rating 30 ECTS Credit Rating | 15
Faculty ACE Field Cultural Industries
Department Arts and Cultural Industries
Contributes towards BA (Hons) Liberal Arts
Module type: Standard
Pre-requisites none
Excluded Combinations none
Co- requisites none
Module Entry requirements n/a

Part 2: Description

This module explores how language and creative writing both shape our humanity, individually and collectively,
through everyday communication, and construction, in fiction, of what it means to be human within humanity.

In TB1, students will learn about the evolution of language, and its significance in human development and society.
Students will analyse language in everyday communication, building an understanding of how language can be
used creatively and appropriately, according to the situation or desired outcome.

In TB2, students will work with set texts to consider issues such as how fiction can utilise and intervene in history;
how fiction can explore who counts as human, the conceptual nature of humanity, and physical humanity, from the
body to sexuality; and the power of language. As students progress through the set texts, the module considers
further issues such as how fiction can represent and utilise contemporary society; our physical, digital, political, and
societal identities; time; and the role of fiction in affecting change. Through study of themes such as these in lectures
and seminar discussions, students will explore a range of techniques and issues in their own creative writing, which
may include: point-of-view; genre; constructing identity and character; and writing about the past and present. We
will ask, how can creative writing define and defend the meaning of humanity?

Learning methods include lectures, practical workshops and seminars for specific exercises and discussions.

Syllabus outline:
Teaching block 1
- The evolution of language
- Written and spoken language
- Analysing discourse
- Style and genre
- Cohesion and coherence




Teaching block 2
- History and context in creative writing
- Approaches to genre
- Approaches to humanity in creative writing
- ldentity and character in creative writing
- Point-of-view
- How creative writing explores the power of language
- Contemporary creative writing and contemporary identities
- Creative writing and politics

Part 3: Assessment

Assessment:

TB1: a 1.5 hour exam (component A)

TB2: a portfolio (component B) Students are required to submit a portfolio of work that will include the outcome of
tasks set during the module for Teaching Block Two. These tasks will be designed to enable students to
demonstrate the acquisition of skills, knowledge and understanding that meets the learning outcomes of the
module. The word count will be determined by the nature of the tasks set, and a clear indication of word count

limits, and specific assignment tasks, will be included in the module handbook.

Identify final timetabled piece of assessment
(component and element)

Component A

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only)

A: B:

40% 60%

First Sit

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. Exam (1.5 hours)

100%

Component B
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. A portfolio (5,000 words)

100%

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required)

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. Exam (1.5 hours)

100%

Component B
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. A portfolio (5, 000 words)

100%

Part 4: Teaching and Learning Methods

Learning Outcomes | On successful completion of this module students will be able to:

- Demonstrate awareness of the role of language in human evolution (component A)

- Demonstrate awareness and skills in analysing how different social and cultural
contexts affect the nature of language and meaning, and sensitivity to the affective
power of language and appropriateness in language use (component A)

- Deploy this understanding of structure and language imaginatively and effectively in
creative writing (components A and B)




- Demonstrate awareness of how issues of being human and the construction of
humanity are explored in the range of fiction studied on the module (component B)

- Deploy this understanding in their own creative writing in order to explore the
concerns of the module and the techniques taught in teaching block two (component
B)

Key Information
Sets Information
(KIS)

Contact Hours

Total Assessment

Key Information Set - Module data

Number of credits for this module

Hours to |Scheduled Independent Placement |Allocated
be learning and study hours studyhours [Hours
allocated [teaching
study hours
300 72 228 0 300 &

The table below indicates as a percentage the total assessment of the module which
constitutes a;

Written Exam: Unseen or open book written exam

Coursework: Written assignment or essay, report, dissertation, portfolio, project or in class
test

Practical Exam: Oral Assessment and/or presentation, practical skills assessment,
practical exam (i.e. an exam determining mastery of a technique)

Total assessment of the module:

Written exam assessment percentage 40%

Coursework assessment percentage 60%

Practical exam assessment percentage 0%
100%
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