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Part 2. Learning and Teaching

Learning

Outcomes

their discipline

critically reflect on ethical issues

their own research practice.

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:

1. Produce a comprehensive and critical review of the literature

2. Demonstrate a good understanding of the strengths and weaknesses
of a research methodology and method

3. Critically evaluate and explore aspects of the research process
including issues of reliability, validity and trustworthiness

4. Evaluate and contribute to theoretical and methodological debate in

5. Design and execute a well planned research study based on relevant
methodology within an appropriate framework of research governance
6. Demonstrate high standards of ethical practice in research and

7. Critically evaluate and reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of

Syllabus Outline .

and assessment issues.

e Advanced literature searching.

questions:

Guidance on undertaking dissertation research including developing aims and
objectives, methodology, ethical issues, writing skills.

e  Support available from the university, managing the supervisory relationship

e  Support in one of three types of research relevant to their individual research

- Secondary evidence synthesis (e.g. systematic review)

- Qualitative research (including secondary analysis, e.g. meta-




ethnography)
- Quantitative research (including secondary analysis of existing data sets)
e  Guidance of preparation of dissertation protocol

e Clarifying research aims, objectives, research questions, research strategy
and methods.

Contact Hours

e Total contact time over the course of the module will be approximately 30
hours.

Teaching and
Learning
Methods

e The Teaching and Learning Strategy is designed to support students to learn
to undertake and evaluate research independently by the end of the module.
Scheduled learning support to students will be front loaded to the initial
months of the module with students increasingly learning to work as
independent researchers as the module progresses.

e Scheduled learning will include generic workshops on general module issues
and specialist workshops tailored to the students’ chosen methodological
approach, team supervision and individual feedback on ethics applications
and selected draft dissertation sections.

e The majority of student time will be spent in independent learning including
reading and synthesising research literature, planning, undertaking and
analysing research data and writing up the dissertation.

Reading
Strategy

The reading strategy for this module is to support students to find and utilise the
methodological and topic specific research literature relevant to their chosen topic. As
students’ topics will be diverse and individual, there will be no core or standard further
reading for the module, but students will be advised by their workshop leaders and
supervisory teams as appropriate. Training in how to identify and retrieve further
reading to support their research will be given by the specialist librarian in the
advanced literature searching workshop.

Indicative
Reading List

The following list is offered to provide validation panels/accrediting bodies with an
indication of the type and level of information students may be expected to consult. As
such, its currency may wane during the life span of the module specification.

However, as indicated above, CURRENT advice on readings will be available via other
more frequently updated mechanisms.
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e Barbour, R.S. and Kitzinger, J. (1999) Developing Focus Group Research:
politics, theory and practice. [online] London: Sage Publications.[Accessed 8
March 2013].

e Bell, J. (2010) Doing your research project: a guide for first time researchers in
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Part 3: Assessment

Assessment Strategy

e The assessment strategy is designed to support students to complete
a well designed and evaluated research project.




learning outcomes.

e The first stage of assessment will be a formative assessment of a
research protocol. Students will be given guidance on producing a
research protocol that outlines their research strategy, aims,
objectives, research questions and methods. Feedback will be given
on the strengths and weaknesses of the protocol with particular
reference to methodological clarity, feasibility and ethicality.

e Summative assessment will be based on the submission of the
completed dissertation which will be assessed against the module

Identify final assessment component and element Dissertation 100%

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only)

First Sit

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. Dissertation (15,000 words)

100%

2.(etc)

Component B
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1.

2.(etc)

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required)

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. Dissertation (15,000 words)

100%

2.(etc)

Component B
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1.

2.(etc)

If a student is permitted an EXCEPTIONAL RETAKE of the module the assessment will be that indicated

by the Module Description at the time that retake commences.




