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Part 1: Information

 

Module title: Politics of Crisis and Change 

Module code: UZQNFH-30-1 

Level: Level 4 

For implementation from: 2025-26 

UWE credit rating: 30 

ECTS credit rating: 15 

College: College of Health, Science & Society 

School: CHSS School of Social Sciences 

Partner institutions: None 

Field: Politics 

Module type: Module 

Pre-requisites: None 

Excluded combinations: None 

Co-requisites: None 

Continuing professional development: No 

Professional, statutory or regulatory body requirements: None 

 

Part 2: Description

 

Overview: This module introduces students to the concepts of crisis and change 

and their significance in global politics. 

Features: Not applicable 

Educational aims: This module analyses the processes of political crisis and 

change in a flexible and dynamic way. It focuses on contemporary conflict, 

controversies and changes taking place in national and international politics, and 
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examines how people, nation-states and international organisations respond to 

events. 

Outline syllabus: The module will look at a carefully chosen range of case studies 

(typically four per year), with a priority on topical/current issues, enabling students to 

respond to issues that are unfolding in the world around them. Examples of possible 

case studies are: Covid 19, Brexit, The EU and Euroscepticism, Social Global 

Movements, Migration, Climate Change, Populism, Political Corruption, Forced 

Displacement, Peacebuilding, the Nation-State and Globalisation, Devolution, 

Collapsing, and Rebuilding States, Democratisation, Terrorism and Extremism. 

 

Part 3: Teaching and learning methods

 

Teaching and learning methods: Sessions will be typically delivered in a lectorial 

format, though seminars, workshops and other teaching styles may be incorporated. 

Discussions will be focused on contemporary developments in international politics. 

Students will engage with these developments in applied, policy-oriented ways while 

engaging with theoretical approaches to crisis and change.  A flexible, and often 

flipped, teaching approach allows for each issue to be explored through discussion, 

invitation of special guests/experts to the class, group work and practical activities 

such as simulations, role play scenarios and live briefs. 

Module Learning outcomes: On successful completion of this module students will 

achieve the following learning outcomes.   

MO1 Demonstrate an understanding of concepts of crisis and change in relation 

to contemporary world politics  

MO2 Formulate and express, in a set format, coherent reflections on relevant 

themes and issues  

MO3 Evaluate the effectiveness of existing policy responses  

MO4 Present material in an oral format in a facilitated setting 

Hours to be allocated: 300 

Contact hours: 
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Independent study/self-guided study = 228 hours 

Face-to-face learning = 72 hours 

Reading list: The reading list for this module can be accessed at 

readinglists.uwe.ac.uk via the following link https://uwe.rl.talis.com/modules/uzqnfh-

30-1.html 

 

Part 4: Assessment

 

Assessment strategy: Task 1 – Presentation (5 minutes). 

 

This task is a live presentation in which students apply concepts of crisis and change 

to a case study, such as a crisis in world politics. Students will be asked to analyse 

existing policy responses to this crisis and make policy recommendations. Students 

will deliver the presentation in a set scenario/setting that may involve being grouped 

with others, but will be marked individually for their own contribution to the task. 

 

Task 2 –  Reflective Piece (1500 words).  

 

This written exercise encourages critical analysis and self-reflection following a 

simulation exercise conducted in class. By actively reflecting on their participation in 

the simulation, students will assess their understanding, decision-making processes, 

and the challenges encountered. This task promotes deep, analytical thinking, 

helping students connect their experience to key concepts and enhance their overall 

learning. 

Assessment tasks:  

Presentation (First Sit) 

Description: Individual presentation  (5 minutes) 

Weighting: 50 % 

Final assessment: No 

Group work: No 

Learning outcomes tested: MO3, MO4 

file:///C:/Users/TA-SAUNDERS/Desktop/%5bwt-Resources.URL%5d
file:///C:/Users/TA-SAUNDERS/Desktop/%5bwt-Resources.URL%5d
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Reflective Piece (First Sit) 

Description: Reflective piece (1500 words) 

Weighting: 50 % 

Final assessment: Yes 

Group work: No 

Learning outcomes tested: MO1, MO2 

 

Presentation (Resit) 

Description: Individual presentation  (5 minutes) 

Weighting: 50 % 

Final assessment: No 

Group work: No 

Learning outcomes tested: MO3, MO4 

 

Reflective Piece (Resit) 

Description: Reflective Piece (1500 words) 

Weighting: 50 % 

Final assessment: Yes 

Group work: No 

Learning outcomes tested: MO1, MO2 

 

 

Part 5: Contributes towards

 

This module contributes towards the following programmes of study:  

Politics And International Relations {Foundation} [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2024-25 

Politics And International Relations [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2024-25 

Politics And International Relations [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2025-26 

Politics And International Relations [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2025-26 

Politics And International Relations {Foundation} [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2022-23 
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Politics And International Relations [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2024-25 

Politics And International Relations [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2025-26 

Politics And International Relations {Foundation} [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2024-25 

Politics And International Relations {Foundation} [Frenchay] BA (Hons) 2022-23 

 


