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Part 2:  Learning and Teaching 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

On successful completion of this module students will be able to: 
 
Anticipated learning outcomes 

1. Demonstrate a developed understanding of the course of international 
diplomacy relating to the Middle East and an understanding of the 
practice of diplomacy 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the historiography of international 
diplomacy relating to the Middle East and an understanding of the 
practice of diplomacy 

3. Demonstrate a developed knowledge of the determinants of British 
strategic foreign policy in the Middle East and Central Asia in the 
period to 1945 

Assessable outcomes 
4. An introduction to relevant primary sources and experience in the 

critical use of this material 
5. Improved research skills 
6. The ability synthesise information form a range of secondary sources 
7. The ability to demonstrate developed powers of critical analysis 

 

learning outcomes elements of assessment 

1 Components A&B 

2 B (all components) 

3 B (all components) 

4 B (document analysis) 

5 B (all components) 



6 Components A&B 

7 Components A&B 

 

Non-assessed outcomes 
Working as a team member  
Oral presentation skills 

Syllabus Outline 
 

The module investigates aspects of international relations in a turbulent and 
strategically vital region in a broad chronological and geographical framework. The 
focus is on relations between the great powers, with particular emphasis on British 
policy, but the impact of smaller regional powers, especially on great power 
relations, will also be considered. The module examines key aspects of 
diplomacy, warfare, and economic rivalries as well as particular episodes and 
incidents which stimulated great power involvement in the Balkans and the Middle 
East.  
In terms of nineteenth century coverage, the module includes the Mehemet Ali 
crises of the 1830s and early 1840s, the origins and outcomes of the Crimean 
War, the Eastern Crisis of the 1870s, the Bulgarian Crisis of the 1880s, and the 
rise of international involvement in the Ottoman Empire. In the twentieth century, 
there is further focus upon nationalism in the Balkans as well as on the 
emergence of Arab nationalism. The determinants of Great Power policy during 
the two world wars are considered, as is the peace settlement after the First World 
War. The nature of Super Power interests in the region is considered as is the 
increasing importance of oil. The genesis and course of the Arab-Israeli wars is 
analysed as is the Iran-Iraq war. 
 

Contact 
Hours/Scheduled 
Hours 
 

3 hours contact time composed of two-hour workshop and a one-hour virtual 
synchronous activity per week.  

 

Teaching and 
Learning Methods 
 

Teaching and Learning Strategy  
 

Essential reading Document workshop 
preparation 

Assignment preparation 

4 hours per week 1 hour per week 2 hours per week 

 
Implications for different modes of attendance. Students will be expected to 
attend seminars and to participate in discussions. 
 
Study time for the module is composed of 72 hours of contact time.  
 
Scheduled learning: lectures, seminars, tutorials, office hours.    
 
Independent learning: essential reading and research, assignment preparation 
and completion. 150 hours of independent learning. 

 

Reading Strategy* 
 

Reading strategy: 

Multiple copies of essential books are available in the library system, with 
restricted borrowing rights in some cases. Articles deemed to be essential reading 
are either available in the reserve section of the library or in J-stor. The nature of 
the journal literature is such that much of it is available through that medium. 
 
Essential reading: 
 
M S Anderson  The Eastern Question, 1774-1923: a study 

in international relations  

D K Fieldhouse Western Imperialism in the Middle East 
1914-1958 

D R Gillard The Struggle for Asia  

A L Macfie The Eastern Question, 1774-1923 

 



Further reading:  
 
Besides essential texts above, students also receive guidance about further 
reading. Firstly, extended, but not exhaustive, reading lists are provided for each 
seminar on the module website. Secondly, students are introduced to some of the 
key bibliographic databases as well as other resources, including Who Was Who 
and the Online Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, with which they require 
familiarity for coursework preparation. Thirdly, in the first seminar meeting, a 
discussion occurs about the secondary literature and about the best means of 
approaching reading for assignments and for seminar discussions. Lastly, 
students are directed to easily available published or digitally borne primary 
sources, including the Cabinet Office Papers database on The National Archives‟ 
website. 
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Part 3:  Assessment 
 

Assessment Strategy 
 

Describe assessment strategy 
 
The traditional essay provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate 
their intellectual capability and also their development from writing shorter 
essays at levels 1 and 2. It requires sustained argument, effective planning 
and research, and attention to detail in terms of presentation. Students also 
engage at a deeper level with subject matter than at levels 1 and 2. The 
document analysis is a key element in distinguishing level 3 work from levels 
1 and 2. The exercise is discussed, and practised in seminars, prior to the 
submission date in order to support students in acquiring the necessary 
critical and interpretive skills. Students select two documents of their own 
choice, which they submit with the analysis. This hones their research skills 
and encourages them to pursue and develop particular interests. The 
seminar presentation enables students who enjoy preparing and delivering 
presentations to hone their skills. Overall, the assessment is mixed but the 
emphasis is placed upon academic rigour. The transferable nature of many of 
the skills acquired is also pointed out to the students.  
 

Summative assessment 
Summative assessment consists of a 2,500 word essay (20%), a 2,500 word 
primary source analysis (20%), and a 20 minute seminar presentation, with 
handout (10%). Summative feedback is provided in written form, within a 
maximum of three working weeks, and orally. In the latter case, all students 
are offered a one-to-one meeting to discuss their work. Formative 
assessment takes place routinely during seminar discussions, in pre-
arranged feedback sessions with students, both in office hours and 
otherwise, and by email.  
 

Assessment criteria used for each component and if appropriate each 
element in assessment strategy 
Component A: The key criterion is relevance to the question. Candidates are 
expected to identify the key discussion points quickly, to link them to each 
other, to develop a coherent and consistent, but succinct, argument, which 
shows awareness of contending views. The discussion must be introduced 
and concluded effectively. Students must demonstrate sound subject 
knowledge and be able to deploy information effectively in order to sustain an 
argument. Answers must be analytical in nature.  
 
Component B [essay]: Students are directed to „Assessment Criteria for 
Written Work‟, a document which is available in the community web pages for 
History, which describes criteria against each degree classification for written 
coursework. Further to this, the key requirements are two-fold: relevance to 
the question and an analytical style. Wide, but effective, reading, well-
structured arguments, which are adequately sign-posted, and which 
acknowledge linkage between issues are also important. Emphasis is placed 
upon a clear writing style and a clear introduction and a strong conclusion. 
 
Component B [document analysis]: Students are expected to comment in an 
informed manner on the provenance of the document, its authorship, 
historical context, its detail, and its significance. Written guidance is provided 
on the module website.  
 
Component B [seminar presentation]: Students are expected to present a 
clear answer in relation to a specific question. The key criteria are the ability 



to identify and discuss key issues germane to the question, an ability to do 
this accurately and concisely, and an ability to convey ideas in a coherent 
and clear fashion. This requires wide reading and critical analysis of the 
subject matter rather than a narration of events.  
 

Identify final assessment component and element 
Exam 

 

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only) 
                                                                

A:             B:            

50 50 

 

First Sit 
 

Component A (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. Unseen 3 hour examination. Students are asked to answer three 
questions out of twelve. 

100 

Component B  
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. Essay (2,500 words). Students write one essay chosen from a list of 
sixteen. 

40 

2. Document analysis (2,500 words). Students select and analyse two 
documents from a list of twenty provided. They also then independently 
locate two additional documents and analyse them also. 

40 

3. Seminar presentation. Students deliver a presentation on a topic by 
arrangement with the module leader.  

20 

  

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required) 
 

Component A  (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. Unseen 3 hour examination. Students are asked to answer three 
questions out of twelve. 

100 

Component B  
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. Essay (2,500 words). 50 

2. Document analysis (2,500 words). 50 

 
If a student is permitted an EXCEPTIONAL RETAKE of the module the assessment will be that indicated 
by the Module Description at the time that retake commences. 

 


