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Programme Specification

Section 1: Basic Data

Awarding institution/body University of the West of England
Teaching institution University of the West of England
Faculty responsible for programme Environment and Technology
Programme accredited by Institute of Engineering Designers
Highest award title BSc Product Design Technology

Default award title

Interim award title BSc Product Design Technology
Diploma of Higher Education,
Certificate of Higher Education

Modular Scheme title (if different)

UCAS code (or other coding system if relevant)

Relevant QAA subject benchmarking group(s) Engineering, Art and Design
On-going/valid until* (*delete as appropriate/insert end date)

Valid from (insert date if appropriate) 1st September 2011

Authorised DBY. ..., Date:.. .
Version Code 2

For coding purposes, a numerical sequence (1, 2, 3 etc.) should be used for successive programme
specifications where 2 replaces 1, and where there are no concurrent specifications. A sequential decimal
numbering (1.1; 1.2, 2.1; 2.2 etc) should be used where there are different and concurrent programme
specifications



Section 2: Educational Aims of the Programme
The aims of the programme are:
1. To prepare students for a careers in Product Design Technology

2. To produce graduates with a sound understanding of the tools and techniques used to
support the product design and development process.

3. To produce practitioners with the ability to develop initial design concepts into functional
engineered product models leading to resolved product concepts.

4. To give students an understanding of product/system development tools, engineering
simulation tools, materials, manufacturing processes and business practices.

5. To develop students with a thorough understanding of the technologies underpinning
effective engineered product design, realisation and development.

6. To prepare students for progression to further study and/or research into design or related
disciplines.
7. To develop students’ independent study skills and prepare them for lifelong learning

experiences.
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Section 5: Entry Requirements

A UCAS tariff of 320 points is a minimum requirements for entry apply to this programme. In
addition entrants are required to have evidence of achievement in Mathematics or Physics at AS
Grade C or equivalent.

Section 6: Assessment Regulations

The programme will be assessed using the current version of the University’s Academic
Regulations and Procedures (http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/assessments/
regulationsandprocedures).

Section 7: Student Learning: Distinctive Features and Support

Class Activities

The mode of delivery of a module is determined by its Module Leader, and typically involves a
combination of one or more lectures, tutorials, practical or laboratory classes, group activities
and individual project work. Where modules are common with other programmes, students will
typically be taught together (which gives students the opportunity to appreciate the material
from the viewpoint of different Product Design disciplines). However, a specialist flavour may be
given to a common module through the provision of discipline specific practical, laboratory or
tutorial material supporting a core of common lectures.

Academic Support

Academic advice and support is the responsibility of the staff delivering the module in question.
Staff are expected to be available outside normal time tabled hours, either by appointment or
during published “surgery” hours, in order to offer advice and guidance on matters relating to the
material being taught and on its assessment.

Virtual Learning Environment

The faculty is in the process of extending its presence on Black Board, the university’s virtual
learning environment. The faculty’s goal is to have a presence on Black Board for all of its
modules.

Pastoral Care

The faculty offers pastoral care through its Student Advisers, a team of staff who provide
comprehensive, full-time student support service on a drop-in basis or by appointment. All
students on a given degree route are allocated to the same Adviser, who is trained to provide
advice on matters commonly of concern, including regulatory and other matters. The Adviser
will, when necessary, advise the student to seek advice from other professional services
including the university’s Student Services Department or from members of academic staff.

Progression to Independent Study

Many modules require students to carry out independent study, such as research for projects
and assignments, and a full range of facilities are available to help students with these.

The philosophy is accordingly to offer students both guided support and opportunities for
independent study. Guided support, mainly in the form of timetabled sessions, takes the form of
lectures, tutorials, seminars and practical laboratory sessions. Students are expected to attend
all sessions on their timetable, and this is especially important because of the high content of
practical work in the programme. The progression to independent study will also be assisted by
the nature of the support offered in individual modules. Typically, module leaders will provide

a plan for the module indicating the activities to be carried out and the forms of learning to be
undertaken during the delivery of the module, with a view to encouraging students to plan ahead
and to take responsibility for managing their time and resources.



Design Studio Facilities
The Faculty offers a number of specialized Classrooms to support Studio based learning. This
environment supports the core Design Studios and Service modules throughout the programme.

Engineering Facilities

The Faculty offers a wide variety of specialised engineering facilities that will be used during the
teaching of this degree. In some cases, these items will be actively used by students, and in
other, will be used for focussed demonstrations relating to particular theory or techniques.

External Facilities

The facilities and expertise available “in-house” will be enhanced through a variety of
collaborative opportunities provided by links with industry and manufacturing in including
live projects. The Placement year provides opportunities for real-world, industrially based
experience in preparation for final year projects.

Computing Facilities

The Faculty offers a number of specialised computing facilities along side those generally
provided by the University. The specialist laboratories are equipped with the specific software for
ED&M students including; 2D and 3D CAD, Software Design Tools development environment,
finite element analysis, mathematics and statistics packages to support the taught programme.

Mathematics & Statistics Learning Centre

The MSLC offers a drop-in support centre for students studying mathematics or statistics

from across the university. Within a dedicated room, it provides access to a variety of

learning resources, including mathematics / statistics software, course handouts, software
documentation and textbooks. The Centre is open-access until midnight during term-time, and is
staffed for part of each day by a member of academic staff, who is available to help students on
a drop-in basis.

Section 8 Reference Points/Benchmarks

In designing this programme, the faculty has drawn upon the following external reference points:
1. The QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and

Northern Ireland

2. The QAA Benchmark Statement for Engineering, Art and Design 2007

3. UWE’s Learning & Teaching Strategy

The QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland describes the attributes and skills expected of Honours graduates. It is our view that the
learning outcomes of this programme are fully consistent with the qualification descriptor in the
Framework, and hence that graduates will be able to demonstrate that they meet the
expectations of the Framework.

The QAA Subject Benchmark Statement with respect to Engineering and Art and Design
outlines a set of skills expected of a graduate in an product design discipline (Section 4

of the Statement refers), while noting that they should be interpreted in the context of the
particular product design discipline which is being studied. These skills map closely to the skills
contained in the learning outcomes for this programme, and hence we have confidence that the
programme is in accordance with the precepts of the Statement.

UWE’s Learning & Teaching Strategy has informed the faculty’s policy for the delivery of its
programmes, whose main features are described in section 7.



