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Part 2:  Learning and Teaching 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
 

On successful completion of this module students will be able to: 
 

 Critically discuss the different “types” of dementia and how they may present in an 
individual.(Component A) 

 Critically discuss the use of health education and promotion to facilitate lifestyle 
changes that reduce the risk of dementia.(Component A) 

 Analyse available evidence to support effective communication with people with 
dementia. (Component A) 

 Critically analyse the theoretical base of person centred dementia care and the 
underpinning values.(Component A) 

 Critically evaluate the non-pharmacological and pharmacological approaches used 
to enhance the wellbeing of the person with dementia.(Component A) 

 Critically discuss the legal and ethical issues in dementia care and the knowledge 
and skills required to support risk taking as part of everyday life.(Component A) 

 Critically evaluate the evidence base for the importance of forming partnerships 
with the persons carer / family.(Component A) 

Syllabus Outline 
 

Day 1: Assessment, Diagnosis and Case Finding 

 Epidemiology 

 Dementia Syndrome – signs and symptoms 

 Types of dementia 

 Differing perspectives 

 Tools and approaches to diagnosis 
 

Day 2: Prevention and Keeping Well 



 Lifestyle risk factors 

 Health promotion theories and strategies 

 Motivational factors 

 Health education initiatives 

 Community resources 
 

Day 3: Communication 

 The impact of memory and language difficulties on communication 

 Communication strategies 

 Stress and distress – communication of needs 

 Cultural diversity and communication styles 
 

Day 4: Person Centred Care 

 Development of theories relating to person centred care 

 Family centred and relationship centred care 

 Maintaining identity / Creating community / Sharing decision making 
 

Day 5: Complexities of care 

 The inter relationship of physical and mental health in people with dementia 

 Psycho-social approaches in dementia care 

 Pharmacological approaches and outcomes 
 

Day 6: Legal and Ethical aspects of dementia care 

 Mental capacity Act, Power of Attorney, Court of Protection and Care Act, 
Deprivation of Liberty 

 Advanced decisions / directives, advanced care planning 

 The social and political context of care and its impact on ethical decision 
making 

 Assessment and management of risks; promoting realistic risk taking 
 

Day 7: Creating effective partnerships with carers and families 

 The significance of family and social networks for the person with dementia 

 The impact of caring for a person with dementia on family relationships 

 Socio-cultural differences in care giving roles 

 Carers rights 
 

Day 8: Environment 

 The impact of the built environment on wellbeing and independence 

 Strategies to reduce the impact of unfamiliar environments 

 The use of assistive technology 
 

Contact Hours 
 

Students will typically attend 8 days (each day 6 hours) over the course of the module. 
These days will comprise a mixed model of lecture and seminar formats. 

Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods 
 

Blended learning approach which includes online directed study and face to face 
 
Scheduled learning includes lectures and seminars.  
 
Independent learning includes hours engaged with essential reading, case study 
preparation, assignment preparation and completion. 
 
TEL: The module will be supported by a Blackboard module site where a range of 
course materials will be available. Students will be expected to access reading 
materials through the Blackboard site, and engage with additional activities such as 
accessing video and weblinks. Discussion boards will be enabled for student use, 
facilitated by the module leader. A range of TEL resources will be utilised as directed 
study activities 
 

Key Information 
Sets Information 

N/A 

Reading All students will be encouraged to make full use of the print and electronic resources 



Strategy 
 

available to them through membership of the University. These include a range of 
electronic journals and a wide variety of resources available through web sites and 
information gateways. The University library’s web pages provide access to subject 
relevant resources and services, and to the library catalogue. Many resources can be 
accessed remotely.  
 
Any essential reading will be indicated clearly, along with the method for accessing it. 
This guidance will be available either in the module handbook, via the module 
information on Blackboard or through any other vehicle deemed appropriate by the 
module leader. 
 
If further reading is expected, this will be indicated clearly. If specific texts are listed, a 
clear indication will be given regarding how to access them and, if appropriate 
students will be given guidance on how to identify relevant sources for themselves e.g. 
through use of bibliographical databases. 
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Part 3:  Assessment 
 

Assessment Strategy 
 

A 3000 word assignment. 
Using a case study approach explore one of the following aspects in depth; 
 

 Ethical issues 

 Risk taking 

 Relationships 

 Psycho social aspects 

 Stress and distress 
 

 

Identify final assessment component and element 
 
 

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only) 
                                                                

A:             B:            

  

 

First Sit 
 

Component A (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. 3000 word assignment 100% 

  

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required) 
 

Component A  (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
(as % of component) 

1. Resubmission of a 3000 word assignment 100% 

 
If a student is permitted a retake of the module under the University Regulations and Procedures, the 
assessment will be that indicated by the Module Description at the time that retake commences. 

 

 
 


