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MODULE SPECIFICATION
Guidance is given in the template in red. Please write the details for your module over the guidance
notes and delete the red text.

Part 1: Information

Module Title
Studying Speech Communities
Module Code UPNQ4N-30-2 | Level | 2
For implementation September 2018
from
UWE Credit Rating 30 ECTS Credit Rating | 15
Faculty ACE Field English Language & Linguistics
Department ACI
Contributes towards BA (Hons.) English Language & Linguistics
Module type: Standard
Pre-requisites None
Excluded Combinations None
Co- requisites None
Module Entry requirements N/a

Part 2: Description

This module gives students the opportunity to consider how language operates within social settings,
and how language use is influenced by factors including age, sex and social class. Students will develop
an appreciation of sociolinguistic theory, explore how linguistic variation can be measured and gain skills
in conducting empirical investigations

Syllabus:
Teaching Block 1

e Variationist sociolinguistics
e Sociolinguistic Variables and Variants
e Regional, Social and stylistic variation
e Change from above and below
Teaching Block 2
e Phonological theory
e Formant measurements

e Sociophonetics
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e Chain-shifting

e Data collection

Data analysis techniques

Part 3: Assessment

¢ In the first teaching block, students are sensitised to the social variables which govern (or at the very
least: influence) linguistic behaviour. They are exposed to relevant recent research in the field and given
the opportunity to conduct small-scale surveys as a means of preparing them for larger data collection in
TB2. Students will sit a 90 minute exam in which they will be expected to analyse relevant data using
theories introduced in the module.
In TB2, students will (as part of a group) carry out sociolinguistic interviews, transcription, data collation and data
thinning processes. This will then be used as the basis (along with other groups’ data) to answer a research
guestion about the speech community in question.

Identify final timetabled piece of assessment
(component and element)

Component B2

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only)

A: B:

40% 60%

First Sit

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. 90-minute exam

100%

Component B

Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. Contribution to research data

20%

2. 2,000 word assignment

80%

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required)

Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. 90-minute exam

100%

Component B

Description of each element

Element weighting
(as % of component)

1. 2,000 word assignment

100%

Part 4: Teaching and Learning Methods

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:

e Demonstrate an appreciation for and an understanding of the speech
communities they belong to, including Bristol. (Components A & B)

e Demonstrate knowledge of the key concepts of sociolinguistics, including
the nature of sociolinguistic data and data collection techniques and the
ability to collect and analyse data (Components A & B)

e Analyse and interpret linguistic data relating to sociolinguistic variable (e.g.
age, sex, social class) (Components A & B)

e Recognise the most important features of a well-designed research
investigation (Components A & B)

e Design and conduct their own research studies (Component B)

e Present clearly the results of empirical investigations (Component B)

e Demonstrate a knowledge of the key linguistic features which vary across
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speech communities (Components A & B)
e Demonstrate practical computing skills useful in the analysis of linguistic
data (Component B)

Key Information
Sets Information
(KIS)

Contact Hours

Total Assessment

Further detail on Key Information Sets and how the University is implementing its
requirements can be found here. This also contains further guidance on how to complete
the information requested below.

A KIS is required for every undergraduate programme (including integrated Masters and
foundation degrees) so please fill this section if this module will contribute to an
undergraduate programme.

Double click in the table and type over the number of hours — the table will total
automatically. Please ensure that it totals correctly.

Key Information Set - Module data

Number of credits for this module

Hoursto |Scheduled Independent  Placement Allocated
be learning and  study hours study hours  |Hours
allocated |teaching
study hours

300 80 220 0 300 (]

The table below indicates as a percentage the total assessment of the module which
constitutes a;

Written Exam: Unseen or open book written exam

Coursework: Written assignment or essay, report, dissertation, portfolio, project or in class
test

Practical Exam: Oral Assessment and/or presentation, practical skills assessment,
practical exam (i.e. an exam determining mastery of a technique)

Please note that this is the total of various types of assessment and will probably not
reflect the component and module weightings in the Assessment section of this module
description: Note also that, if students must complete, e.g. a piece of coursework in order
to pass the module, it should be included *even if it will not count towards the final
assessment*

Double click in the table and type over the percentages — the table will total automatically.
Please ensure that it amounts to 100%

Total assessment of the module:

Written exam assessment percentage 40%

Coursework assessment percentage 60%

Practical exam assessment percentage 0%
100%
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https://share.uwe.ac.uk/sites/ar/kis/KIS%20Background%20Information/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.uwe.ac.uk/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9841.2011.00478.x/abstract
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