
 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICES 
 
 

MODULE SPECIFICATION 
 

Part 1:  Basic Data 
 

Module Title Researching Education 
 

Module Code UTLGBH-30-M 
 

Level M Version 7 

UWE Credit Rating 
 

30 ECTS Credit 
Rating 

15 WBL module? Yes 

Owning Faculty ACE Field 
 

Secondary and Lifelong 
Learning 

Department Education 
 

Module Type  Standard 

Contributes towards  MA Education; MA Education (Early Years) 
PG Dip Education; PG Dip Education (Early Years) 
PG Cert Education; PG Cert Education (Early Years) 
Professional Doctorate (Education) 
 

Pre-requisites 
 

None Co- requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None Module Entry 
requirements 

None 

 

Part 2:  Learning and Teaching 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
 

On successful completion of this module students will be able to: 
1. Understand that there are different ways of creating and portraying knowledge 
about educational and professional practices (Component B) 

2. Engage with issues of ontology, epistemology and axiology and understand how 
they relate to various research paradigms (Component A) 

3. Understand that there are different sources of professional knowledge and how to 
utilise these appropriately (Component B)  

4. Articulate their understanding of ethical issues in relation to the educational 
research process as they apply to research participants (Component A and B)  

5. Reflect upon the ethical and methodological issues of researching one’s own 
professional setting, with an appreciation of the advantages and challenges of ‘insider 
research’ (Component A and B) 

6. Take a critical view of how educational research serves professional policy and 
practice including an understanding of different claims to valid knowledge (Component 
B)  

7. Design an educational research study with appropriate attention to methodological 
rigour (Component B)  

8. Have a critically informed understanding of methods of data collection and analysis 
(Component B) 

9. Begin to situate their own educational research interests within an appropriate body 
of literature and theoretical framework (Component B)  

10. Be able to articulate the relationship between educational research and 
professional practice and to argue the professional relevance of their proposal 
(Component B)  
11. Interpret, organise and present ideas, concepts and numerical information using a 
variety of presentational modes (Components A & B).  

 



Syllabus Outline 
 

The module content will include:  

 how approaches to educational research vary according to purposes; 

  how educational research supports professional enquiry and development;  

 practitioner and action research;  

 case study approaches to understanding educational and professional action;  

 conducting interviews;  

 systematic observation;  

 using questionnaires and surveys;  

 issues concerning the use of quantitative methods;  

 processes of analysis and presentation of argument;  

 ethical issues and concerns around access;  

 developing a theoretical framework and using literature. 

In addition, advice and guidance will be given on designing a research proposal 
(including: focusing the study; adopting appropriate methods; issues of access and 
ethics; gathering, storing and analysis of data; conducting a literature search; 
sampling; triangulation). 

Contact Hours 
 
 
 

Students will be able to access the taught elements of the module, either by attending 
across twelve sessions of two hours, or alternatively through a residential summer 
school.  These sessions will include a mixture of lecture-style and seminar-style 
content, as well as opportunities for one-to-one tutorial time.  One session will be given 
over to assessment of presentations. 
 

Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods 
 

A mixture of tutor presentations and group discussion, with guided study tasks and 
structured discussion activity drawing upon set reading and participants experience, 
needs and contexts. 
 
Scheduled learning includes lectures, seminars, tutorials, and supervision 
workshops   

 
Independent learning includes hours engaged with essential reading, proposal 
preparation and completion etc.  
 

Key Information 
Sets Information 

N/A for M Level 

Reading 
Strategy 
 

All students will be encouraged to make full use of the print and electronic resources 
available to them through membership of the University. These include a range of 
electronic journals and a wide variety of resources available through web sites and 
information gateways. The University Library’s web pages provide access to subject 
relevant resources and services, and to the library catalogue. Many resources can be 
accessed remotely. Students will be presented with opportunities within the curriculum 
to develop their information retrieval and evaluation skills in order to identify such 
resources effectively. 
  
Any essential reading will be indicated clearly, along with the method for accessing it, 
e.g. students may be expected to purchase a set text, be given or sold a print study 
pack or be referred to texts that are available electronically, etc. This guidance will be 
available either in the module handbook, via the module information on UWEonline or 
through any other vehicle deemed appropriate by the module/programme leaders. 
 
If further reading is expected, this will be indicated clearly. If specific texts are listed, 
a clear indication will be given regarding how to access them and, if appropriate, 
students will be given guidance on how to identify relevant sources for themselves, 
e.g. through use of bibliographical databases. 



Indicative 
Reading List 
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Press  
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Part 3:  Assessment 
 

Assessment Strategy 
 

The assessment strategy for this module is designed to support students’ 
developing knowledge and understanding in the area of researching 
education and writing a research proposal. Formative feedback on students’ 
progress will be provided during face to face meetings, through on line 
correspondence and during seminars. 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Combining-Methods-Educational-Research-Conducting/dp/0335213073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1385378037&sr=1-1&keywords=gorard+and+taylor+education
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Combining-Methods-Educational-Research-Conducting/dp/0335213073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1385378037&sr=1-1&keywords=gorard+and+taylor+education


 
Criteria for Assessment  
ALM: Conceptual Domain (Core): 
The assignment demonstrates that the student can organise and use 
coherently relevant ideas, perspectives or theories to interpret and/or explore 
issues under study and in addition can critically analyse and/or evaluate 
those ideas, perspectives or theories showing an ability to transform ideas in 
the process of developing an argument.  
 
BLM: Literature Domain:  
The assignment demonstrates that the student can reference an extensive 
range of relevant literature and utilise it in the development of analysis and 
discussion of ideas, including critical engagement with that literature.  
 
CLM: Contextual Domain: 
The assignment demonstrates that the student has an awareness of the 
significance of relevant contextual factors (e.g. personal, locational, historical, 
political, etc.) influencing the area of study and is able to critically engage with 
the contextual significance.  
 
DLM: Research Domain: 
The assignment demonstrates that the student can plan for (and execute) a 
small scale enquiry in a systematic and reflexive manner identifying and 
explaining epistemological issues around the research process and critically 
analysing and evaluating research outcomes.  
 
ELM: Ethical Domain:  
The assignment demonstrates that the student has an awareness of ethical 
issues arising in or associated with the area of study, showing sensitive 
engagement with an appropriate ethical framework for interpretation of ideas 
or for practice. In addition there is exploration of some of the problematics 
arising in relation to ethical dilemmas or decisions. 
 
All students must have completed a UWE Application for ethical review of 
research involving human participants form (adapted for the Department of 
Education and Childhood) and had this approved and signed off by their 
supervisor before beginning their research.  If the supervisor has any 
concerns which cannot be resolved with the tutee then the ethical review will 
be passed to the Module Leader and then potentially to the Faculty Research 
Ethics Committee to consider. Any subsequent changes to the project need 
to appear as amendments to the Ethical Review form and re-submitted to the 
Supervisor for approval and re-signing.  The completed Ethical Review form 
must be included in the assignment submission. 
 

 

Identify final assessment component and element 
 

Component B 

% weighting between components A and B (Standard modules only) 
                                                                

A:             B:            

25% 75% 

 

First Sit 
 

Component A (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
 

Presentation . 

ALM (Core), ELM 

100% 

Component B  
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
 



A research proposal of 4,000 words. 

ALM (Core), BLM, CLM, DLM, ELM 

100% 

  

Resit (further attendance at taught classes is not required) 
 

Component A  (controlled conditions) 
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
 

Presentation ALM (Core), ELM 100% 

Component B  
Description of each element 

Element weighting 
 

A research proposal of 4,000 words. 

ALM (Core), BLM, CLM, DLM, ELM 

100% 

 
If a student is permitted a retake of the module under the University Regulations and Procedures, the 
assessment will be that indicated by the Module Description at the time that retake commences. 
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